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Background 

Pelton Community School has a 78 place Nursery, and offer places for children from the 
beginning of the term in which they are three years old until they are due to go into 

Reception. 
 

Rationale 

We aim to make our Nursery accessible to families from all sectors of our local community. 
Through careful induction procedures, it is our intention to help children settle as easily as 

possible and feel happy, safe and secure during their time in Nursery. We aim to develop 
positive, supportive and trusting relationships between child, family and school.  

 
 

Admissions 

Admissions to our Nursery are in accordance with Durham LA policy for admissions (see 
‘Parents Guide to Early Years Provision in County Durham’, Children and Young People’s 

Services). 
 

There are 39 places available each Nursery session. We offer Nursery provision for up to five 

school terms, from a child’s third birthday until they are due to begin Reception. Entitlement 
is 15 hours a week for 38 weeks a year.  

 
We aim to be flexible about attendance patterns to accommodate the needs of families. 

Therefore, we offer: 
 

 Five morning or afternoon places, each session lasting three hours, or  

 

 Two and a half day provision. Parents can opt for sessions at the beginning of the 

week (Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday mornings) or end of the week (Wednesday 
afternoon, Thursday and Friday). Children staying for lunch will be supervised, in the 

Nursery, by school staff. Parents are required to send in a packed lunch, unless their 
child is eligible for two year old funding, in which case they will be entitled to a free 

school meal at lunchtime. 

 
Parents are required to adhere to the agreed option they have chosen. However, if a parent 

does wish their child to change options, this may be possible, usually where a child is in 
Nursery in July and returning in September. This is subject to availability of places. 

 
Extra paid sessions 

Subject to availability, we offer extra paid sessions beyond the free entitlement of 15 hours. A 

contract between the school and child’s parents/carers for additional sessions will be drawn 
up. Payment for extra sessions will be requested in advance. Parents will be required to take 

up the same sessions each week and contracts will be reviewed on a termly basis. Availability 
of paid sessions is not guaranteed in the following term, and is dependent on numbers of 

children on roll in Nursery. 

 
Starting Reception 

The offer of a Nursery place does not entitle a place or give greater priority for a place in 
Pelton Community Primary School. Parents will be required to apply for their child’s statutory 

school place in Reception. 

 
Visits 

Parents wishing to view the Nursery are welcomed. They are requested to contact the school 
office to arrange a suitable date and time. 
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Waiting List 

Children can have their name put down on the waiting list during the term in which they are 
2 years old or thereafter. They will be given an offer of a place as soon as they are eligible, ie 

to start Nursery in the term of their third birthday. Priority of places will be given by age, 
older children having priority.  

 

The school office will contact parents, giving details of the induction process. 
 

Equal Opportunities and Inclusion 
We welcome children and their families/carers regardless of gender, religion and ethnicity. It 

is our intention to ensure that pupils have the opportunity to be fully included into school life. 
Our Nursery is open to every family in the community, subject to availability of places. 
 

SEN and Inclusion 
We fully support inclusion and aim to do our best to cater for children’s individual needs.  

Support for individual pupils is determined by Durham Local Authority. Our school offer for 
SEN can be viewed on the school website. 

 

Meetings/visits with any outside agencies supporting the child and his/her family may be 
organised to share information and outline next steps for provision for a child.  

 
Student Support Plans are written and reviewed regularly for children identified as having 

additional needs in any/all areas of development. 
 

Induction 

Prior to children beginning Nursery we offer: 
- an induction meeting in the term prior to the child starting 

- a family discussion  
- a ‘Stay and Play’ visit for each child. Parents will be required to stay with their child for the 

duration of this.  

- an hour session in which children can stay without parents/ carers. 
 

We offer a flexible admissions procedure to cater for the needs of individual children, and, 
where appropriate, a greater number of visits may be arranged for a child and their family/ 

carers. Where it is felt to be in the best interests of the child, s/he may initially come for 

shorter sessions until it is felt s/he can reasonably access full entitlement. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


