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Beamish and Pelton Federation of Schools 

 

Teaching and Learning Policy and Guidelines 

 

Rationale 

This policy promotes equal opportunities in teaching and learning for all 

pupils, irrespective of gender, ethnicity, disability or background. 

 

This policy is underpinned by the school ethos.  It reflects core values of the 

school which places the development of the whole child at its heart. 

 

The Teaching and Learning Policy and Guidelines make explicit and accessible 

the shared, agreed, broad principles and practices upon which teaching and 

learning are based.  Through the core purpose of the school, i.e. teaching and 

learning, we support children as they form and develop relationships, self-

esteem and grow in independence. 

 

We believe that the purpose of teaching is to promote learning and nurture a 

positive attitude and motivation towards life-long learning.  Stimulating and 

challenging teaching, based on a good knowledge of the curriculum and 

knowledge of different teaching and learning styles, will engage children in the 

learning process.  We believe that learning is a continuous process which 

involves acquiring knowledge, skills and concepts, taking the learner on to 

further levels of understanding whatever their stage of development. 

 

Aims 

The Teaching and Learning Policy and Guidelines aim to ensure that pupils at 

our schools are provided with high quality learning experiences and 

opportunities which lead to all pupils achieving. 

 

We aim to make our schools a place where every child will 

 be a member of an open, welcoming, supportive community 

 know that school is working in partnership with home 

 be treated and valued as an individual 

 receive high quality teaching 

 be challenged and stimulated while enjoying a wide range of 

learning experiences 

 be provided with a curriculum that is relevant and satisfies the 

needs of children in their formative years in school 

 develop basic skills 

 develop a life-long learning attitude, within a creative curriculum 

 feel happy, safe and secure 

 be encouraged to be honest and truthful 

 grow in self-esteem 

 make friends 

 develop independence and a sense of individual responsibility 

 have equal opportunities 

 respect their school environment 



 

 

 be helped to appreciate the wonder of the world in which they 

live. 

 

Teaching and Learning Guidelines 

 

We place a strong emphasis on the acquisition of literacy, mathematical ability 

and cross-curricular skills linked with the development of an enquiring mind, so 

that children are able to use and apply the knowledge and skills they have 

acquired. 

 

Overview 

 Staff have clear teaching aims and learning objectives linked to an 

understanding of how children learn and the needs of each pupil in their 

class 

 The learning objective(s) for each lesson is shared with the class and 

learning is reviewed at the end of the lesson in the light of the 

objective(s) 

 Pupils know how the lesson builds on prior learning 

 The teacher shares with the pupils the next step in the journey of 

learning 

 Mini-plenaries, referring back to the learning objective, occur during the 

lesson 

 Children participate in self-assessment in the majority of lessons. 

 

Key Principles of Learning 

Children learn best when..... 

 the work matches their individual needs and is sufficiently challenging 

 their curiosity is stimulated by active learning 

 they know why they are doing something 

 they can talk about their learning with their peers and adults 

 they are encouraged to become independent learners 

 there is a supportive relationship between home and school 

 both children and adults have high expectations in pursuit of excellence 

 there is a structure in place that ensures that issues of difference are 

explicitly dealt with. 

 

Reflection 

Reflection is an important part of learning and can occur many times within a 

lesson, not only in the plenary session.  There are two elements of reflection – 

pupils reflecting on their learning and staff reflecting on the pupils’ learning 

and their own teaching. 

 

Pupils reflecting in their learning 

 Pupils are encouraged to take the time to think and reflect upon their 

learning 

 Opportunities for dialogic learning are planned so that pupils can talk 

about their learning in increasingly more complex ways  

 Pupils are sometimes responsible for marking their own/others work 

 Pupils are involved in their own assessment and target setting 



 

 

 Pupils are encouraged to edit, redraft and constructively criticise their 

own work 

 Staff provide opportunities for pupils reflection, self-evaluation and self-

expression 

 

Staff reflecting on the pupils learning 

 Staff reflect on the pupils learning which has taken place 

 Staff provide positive and constructive verbal or written feedback 

 Staff keep records to inform planning, to contribute to report writing 

and to build up a detailed picture of each individual’s progress through 

the pupil tracking systems 

 Staff engage in reflection and self-evaluation of the effectiveness of their 

teaching style as part of their professional development 

 

Reflection ensures staff look ahead and adjust plans effectively. 

 

  

Appendix 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING POLICY STATEMENT 

CHILDREN LEARN BEST WHEN WORK MATCHES THEIR INDIVIDUAL 

NEEDS 

 

Some of the below features will be evident 

 

· Differentiation of task in teachers’ planning all accurately matched to pupil 

needs 

· Different tasks in progress 

· The same tasks with different outcomes 

· The same tasks with different expectations 

· Tasks not expected to be finished at the same time 

· The amount of time given suits the complexity of the task 

· Children discussing the tasks 

· Children asking questions about the task 

· Children’s knowledge of their own learning will be leading their learning 

· Children can explain what they are doing and why 

· Children report back to the teacher/class 

· Tasks match the children’s abilities, interests and next learning steps 

· Children grouped flexibly 

· Work done with the TAs will be continued in class 

· Teachers able to talk knowledgeably about children’s work with SEN teachers 

and teaching assistants 

· Teachers know which children have special educational needs (SEN) 

· Teachers know which children are more able and talented 

· Teachers’ records track progress (SEN and more able and talented) 

· TAs used effectively to support individual needs 

· ICT used effectively to support individual needs 

  



 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING POLICY STATEMENT 

CHILDREN LEARN BEST WHEN THEIR CURIOSITY IS STIMULATED BY 

ACTIVE LEARNING. 

 

 Some of the below features will be evident  

 

- Significant events enthuse and inspire children’s learning 

- Learning takes place in a variety of settings, including outdoors, using the 

environment to enhance enquiry and support understanding. 

- Children will be finding answers to own questions 

· Provision made for the different ways that learners process information 

· Activities of short-term interest will exist 

· Activities to sustain interest over a longer period will exist 

· Teachers will intervene appropriately to sustain interest/inject new interest 

· Teachers will be using a variety of styles/ class organisations to maintain 

interest, including visual, auditory and kinaesthetic 

  Children are encouraged to talk about their learning through strategies such as 

‘think, pair, share’, partner work and dialogic activities 

· Children trusted to have water throughout the day 

· Different types of starting point will be used 

· Appropriate starting points will be used 

· Children will be given time to do own independent research 

· Children will be trusted to do independent research 

· Teachers will use key questions 

· · There will be relevant interactive displays which the children are encouraged 

to use  

· Children will have been involved in the planning and setting up of displays 

including own artefacts from home 

· Children will have time to develop own lines of enquiry from initial starting 

point 

· ICT will be used 

· Time will be allocated for children to share ideas/artefacts brought from 

home 

· Sufficient artefacts will exist 

· Sufficient other resources will exist 

· Other staff members/adults will be used effectively 

 

  



 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING POLICY STATEMENT 

CHILDREN LEARN BEST WHEN THEY KNOW WHY THEY ARE DOING 

SOMETHING. 

 

Some of the features below will be evident 

 

· Children are able to use their learning outside the school environment. 

· Clear and relevant objectives are set and children know the lesson 

objective, which will be displayed on the white board. 

· Children understand how the learning experience is linked to experience 

in life. 

· Children can explain the expected outcome of the lesson 

· Children can reason about the task in hand. 

· Children are aware of how the learning will “help” them. 

· Children understand the reasons for cross-curricular links and how skills 

learnt in one area can be useful in other situations. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING POLICY STATEMENT 

CHILDREN LEARN BEST WHEN THEY KNOW ABOUT THEIR LEARNING 

STYLES. 

 

Some of the features below will be evident 

 

· Planning for different learning styles 

· Mind mapping 

· Work demonstrating that different styles are being used 

· Pupils making choices about how they work and to some extent the work 

they produce 

· Areas catering for different styles 

· Resources to support different learning styles 

· Groups of children, or individuals working in different ways 

· Provision for children learning in different ways 

· Children are allowed and encouraged to work with children with similar  and 

different learning styles when appropriate 

· Other adults working with the class showing that they are aware which 

children in their care favour which styles and are encouraging this by allowing 

recording of work in varied ways such as video, acting etc 

  



 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING POLICY STATEMENT 

CHILDREN LEARN BEST WHEN THEY ARE ENCOURAGED TO BECOME 

INDEPENDENT LEARNERS 

 

Some of the features below will be evident 

 

· There is sensitively chosen grouping when required 

· Time is taken to discuss ideas 

· Children set their own goals and targets 

· Objectives are set, but children choose their own routes 

· All are given the opportunity to contribute 

· Teachers listen and value all contributions 

· Feedback is positive, constructive and acts as guidance 

· Mistake making is cushioned 

· Children understand making mistakes is part of the learning process 

· Children are encouraged to think about what happens next 

· Teachers actively encourage children to try ideas out 

· Time is given  

· Teachers ask questions in response to questions 

· Teachers challenge children by keeping tasks open-ended 

· Teachers know which children require more intervention than others 

· Teachers observe the children carefully before stepping in 

· Areas for equipment are labelled 

· All equipment is well-maintained 

· All equipment is accessible 

· Children return equipment to where it is stored 

· Children know how to use equipment 

· Children are trusted to get the equipment when they need it without asking 

to follow own ideas 

· Children are encouraged to make decisions 

 

 

  



 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING POLICY STATEMENT 

CHILDREN LEARN BEST WHEN THERE IS A SUPPORTIVE RELATIONSHIP 

BETWEEN HOME AND SCHOOL 

 

Some of the features below will be evident 

 

· The Planner is used on a regular basis and good two way communication 

exists 

· Parents working in the classroom 

· Parents are at ease talking to staff 

· Displays of work that parents have been involved in 

· Parent notices prominently displayed 

· Parents know what work the children are doing 

· Parents know what expectations teachers have of them and their children 

· Artefacts and/or other supporting material brought in from home 

· Work for adults in the classroom effectively planned 

· Adults aware of classroom organisation 

· System in place to ensure that all children receive newsletters 

· Children trained to take newsletters home 

· Parents involved with planning through topic webs being sent home  

· Staff deal sensitively with parents’ problems 

· Parents’ suggestions taken into account and acted on if appropriate 

· When a problem arises, parents kept informed about developments 

  There are regular parent sessions to teach them about new teaching strategies 

 

  



 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING POLICY STATEMENT 

CHILDREN LEARN BEST WHEN BOTH CHILDREN AND ADULTS HAVE 

HIGH EXPECTATIONS IN PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE  

 

Some of the features below will be evident 

 

· Children set targets on a regular basis 

· Teachers regularly monitor targets set by children 

· Work on display well presented 

· All books are well maintained 

· Resources of a high quality 

· Resources well maintained 

· Equipment of a high quality 

· Equipment well maintained 

· Work areas well-defined and well labelled 

· Teachers do not accept second best in work or behaviour. 

· Positive language is used by all in the classroom to promote excellence 

· Children praised publicly and privately for good work 

· Children practise handwriting 

· Children encouraged to be reflective and self-critical, setting targets for 

improvement 

· Children encouraged to praise and be constructively critical of others 

· Teachers prompt the children to improve 

· Teachers’ responses to work promote and support excellence 

· Children know what is expected of them 

· Children produce only their best 

· Children have the chance to re-draft/problem solve 

Quality work is praised by all 

Adults act as excellent role models. 

 

  



 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING POLICY STATEMENT 

CHILDREN LEARN BEST WHEN THERE IS A STRUCTURE IN PLACE THAT 

ENSURES THAT ISSUES OF DIFFERENCE ARE EXPLICITLY DEALT WITH. 

 

Some of the features below will be evident 

 

· All children given equal access to all areas of the curriculum 

· Staff provide positive role models 

· PSHE/Drama is planned to explore issues e.g. circle time 

· Any racist/sexist remark is immediately challenged openly and publicly by 

staff 

· Issues are dealt with professionally and sensitively 

· Respect for all religious beliefs is taught 

· Respect for different cultures is taught 

· Games dealing with issues are incorporated in planning 

· Assemblies reflect school concerns 

· Adults challenge stereotypes and racism 

· Resources purchased do not reinforce stereotyping 

· Resources supporting a range of cultures exist 

· Resources supporting a range of religion exist 

· Resources which address gender issues exist 

· Children accept that we are all individuals 

· Children enjoy that we are all different 

· Multicultural celebrations are acknowledged 

· Multicultural issues are reflected across the curriculum 

 

 


