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December 2017 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

 

Just two weeks until the Christmas holidays and, as always, our busiest time of year! 

 

Diary Dates 

December 

13
th
  Key Stage 1 and Early Years Performances 2.30pm  

14
th
  Key Stage 1 and Early Years Performances 9.30am 

19
th
  Christmas Lunch (see below) 

21
st
  Parties Years 1 to 6 at 1pm (food list will go up by yard door on 11

th
 December) 

  Early Years Party (Reception and Nursery) 9.30am  

22
nd

  Carol Service Key Stage 2 (Jupiter and Saturn Class) 9.15am 

  Last day of autumn term 

 

School re-opens to pupils on Tuesday 9
th
 January 2018 as the staff have INSET Day on the 8

th
. 

 

Reception Reading Meeting – Thursday 11
th
 January 

As last week’s Reading Meeting was cancelled because of the snow, it has been rescheduled for the 

first Thursday after the holiday. Miss Storey will provide parents and carers with some fun activities 

to develop the children’s reading skills. She will also demonstrate a phonics lesson just like she does 

with the children! 

 

Christmas Lunch Tuesday 19
th
 December 

The Christmas Lunch menu has been published and looks lovely! If your child normally has packed 

lunch and would like a school meal that day please let Mrs Clark know by Friday 8
th
 December.  

Meals are £2 for Key Stage 2 and Nursery and free for children in Reception and Key Stage 1. 

 

Charity Events 

Thank you to all those who made donations for Children in Need. This year we raised an incredible 

£70 which has been added to the Federation total and sent to the charity.  

 

Christmas Fayre 

Thank you all for your support at the Christmas Fayre. We raised an enormous £450. We shall let 

you know what we are spending it on in due course.   
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Boots and shoes 

We have already had our first taste of snow for this winter so please make sure your child comes 

dressed appropriately for the cold and wet with a warm coat, hat and gloves. If it snows, children 

will only be allowed outside if they have wellingtons or boots.  Please note our school uniform 

policy is flat black shoes (no canvas shoes please).  Please make sure your child’s name is in all items 

of clothes and shoes.  

 

Attendance 

We will continue to try to improve attendance next term as it is still very low. Attendance for 

November was 93%, well below our target of 96%.  Letters for those children with attendance 

below 96% will be issued after Christmas to keep you updated.  Please could I remind you that 

absence must be reported through the school office and not through Class Dojo. 

 

Reception 2018 

Please can you remind anyone who has a child who will be ready for Reception next September 

that they must apply for a place even if they already have a nursery place.  Applications should be 

made online at www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions or paper copies can be obtained by ringing 

03000 265896. 

 

World Science Day 

Mrs Blant organised some super activities for World Science Day. The aim was to improve the little 

woodland area next to school so that it would attract wildlife. A huge thank you to Asda in Stanley 

for donating the bulbs and bird food. 

 

Class Assemblies 

We shall be starting our Class Assemblies again after Christmas. I shall let you know of the dates in 

January’s newsletter. 

 

Nursery Stay and Play 

Thank you to those parents and grandparents who came to our Stay and Play last week. Miss 

Storey had organised lots of lovely activities and a great time was had by all. There is another one 

planned for the Spring term to which you’d all be very welcome. 

 

 

I’m sure I will see many of you in school before the end of term but if not, I wish you all a very 

happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

 

Wendy Edwards 

Headteacher 

Beamish and Pelton Federation of Schools 
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