
  

  

 

 

     Co-operative Villas, Beamish, Stanley, Durham, DH9 0QN 

     Telephone/ Fax  - 0191 370 0181  

     Email - beamish@durhamlearning.net Website – www.beamish.durham.sch.uk 

 

 

Headteacher – Mrs W Edwards MA, Deputy Headteachers – Mrs J Russell (Beamish), Mrs K Telfer (Pelton) 

 

December 2018 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Just two weeks until the Christmas holidays and, as always, our busiest time of year! 

 

Diary Dates 

December 

6
th
  Reception children – visit Santa at the Metro Centre 

10
th
  Singing Event at the Sage for Years 5 and 6 

11
th
  Years 3 and 4 Gymnastics event (see below) 

13
TH

  Reception children – Christingle service at Pelton Church (see below) 

14
th
  Key Stage 1 and Early Years Performances 9.30am 

18
th
  Years 5 and 6 Multi Skills event (see below) 

19
th
  Christmas Lunch (see below) 

20
th
  Parties Years 1 to 6 at 1pm (Food for both parties will be provided by school) 

  Foundation Party (Reception and Nursery) 9.30am  

21
st
  Carol Service Key Stage 2, 2.30pm (Please note change of time) 

  Last day of autumn term 

 

School re-opens to pupils on Tuesday 8
th
 January 2019 staff have INSET Day on the 7

th
. 

 

Gymnastics Event Years 3 and 4 

On Tuesday 11
th
 December children in Years 3 and 4 will take part in a Gymnastics Event at Durham 

City Gym Club.  They will leave school at 9.10am and return in time for lunch. 

 

Reception – Christingle Service 

On Thursday 13
th
 December children in Reception will visit Pelton Church to take part in a 

Christingle Service with the children from Pelton Community Primary.  They will leave school at 

10am to travel to the church by service bus and return in time for lunch. 

 

Multi-sports Event Years 5 and 6 

On Tuesday 18
th
 December the children in Years 5 and 6 will take part in a Multisports event at 

Durham Sixth Form Centre.  They will leave school at 9.10am and return in time for lunch. 

 

Christmas Lunch Wednesday 19
th
 December 

If your child normally has packed lunch and would like a school meal that day, please let Mrs Clark 

know by Friday 7
th
 December.  Meals are £2.05 for Key Stage 2 and Nursery and free for children 

in Reception and Key Stage 1. 
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Charity Events 

Thank you to all those who made donations for Children in Need. This year the Federation raised 

£264. Last night’s School Fayre raised a fantastic £329 for School Fund! Thank you to everyone. 

 

Facebook 

As I know some of you have already noticed, we have launched a Facebook page which feeds 

directly into our website. We will try to update it regularly to share with you all the lovely things 

that happen in school! To help safeguard the children, we will never use their names and ask that 

you don’t tag anyone’s photo or comment using their names either. Class Dojo should continue to 

be used for communicating directly with the teachers. Thank you. 

 

Boots and shoes 

Please make sure your child comes dressed appropriately for the cold and wet with a warm coat, 

hat and gloves. If it snows, children will only be allowed outside if they have wellingtons or boots.  

Please note our school uniform policy is flat black shoes (no canvas shoes please).  Please make sure 

your child’s name is in all items of clothes and shoes.  

 

Attendance 

Attendance for November was 95.3%, still below our 96% target.  Letters for those children with 

attendance below 96% will be issued after Christmas to keep you updated as it is so important 

your children attend school as often as possible.  Please could I remind you that absence must be 

reported through the school office and not through Class Dojo. 

 

Reception 2019 

Please can you remind anyone who has a child who will be ready for Reception next September 

that they must apply for a place even if they already have a nursery place.  Applications should be 

made online at www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions or paper copies can be obtained by ringing 

03000 265896. To help us plan ahead, it would also be useful to know of any children who will 

start nursery next year. Please contact the school office if this is the case. 

 

Farewell and Thank You 

Both Mrs Hardy and Mrs Manning have decided to retire at the end of this term after many years 

working across both schools in our federation. We thank them both for all their hard work over the 

years and wish them both long and happy retirements. 

Both posts will be advertised after Christmas, but in the meantime, two very experienced ladies will 

take their places. Mrs Wilson-Wardle will teach Y1/2 and Mrs Welsh will provide support to 

children and teachers in school. I am hoping I will be able to introduce them to school before the 

end of this term. 

 

I’m sure I will see many of you in school before the end of term but if not, I wish you all a very 

Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

 

Wendy Edwards 

Headteacher 

Beamish and Pelton Federation of Schools  
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