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October 2018 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Diary Dates – some may be subject to change 

October 

12
th
 Years 5 and 6 visit to NDA (see below) 

16
th
 Harvest Festival (see below) 

19
th
 Staff Inset Day, school closed for children 

29
th
 Hallowe’en Party (see below) 

31
st
 Hallowe’en lunch (see below) 

 

22nd –26
th
 October Half Term Week 

 

November 

7
th
 Parents Evening (details to follow) 

9
th
 Photographer (see below) 

12
th
 Safer Futures Event Years 5 and 6 (see below) 

 

NDA Visit 

On Friday 12
th
 October children in Years 5 and 6 will visit North Durham Academy to take part in a Maths 

event.  They will leave school at 12.30pm and return by 3pm. 

 

Harvest Festival – 16
th
 October 

As last year, Beamish children will join our partner school, Pelton Community Primary for our Harvest 

Festival Celebration. Reverend Lintern will help lead our service and we will put together a Harvest Table 

which will be donated to the Peoples’ Kitchen. We would be grateful if children could bring a donation of 

non-perishable food, such as tin of soup or box of cereal for the Harvest Table.  Children will leave school at 

9.40am to travel to Pelton and return in time for lunch.  Donations can be brought to school on 15
th
 

October. 

 

Hallowe’en Party – 29th October 

On Monday 29th October we will be holding a Hallowe’en Fancy Dress Party in the school hall for children 

from Reception to Year 6. It will start at 4.15pm and end at 5.30pm. Tickets are £1 per child and will be 

available from school from Monday 15th October.  There will be: Fancy Dress, Music, Games, Hot Dogs and 

drinks.  Children should be brought and collected from the entrance in the school yard.  Parents do not need 

to stay with their children. 

 

Hallowe’en Lunch – 31st October 

The kitchen staff are going to prepare a special themed lunch for Hallowe’en.  If your child usually has a 

packed lunch and would like to have a school dinner that day please let us know by 18
th
 October. 

 

Great news! 

I am delighted to share with you the new logos on our letters which now feature this year’s Bronze School 

Games Award and Silver Primary Science Quality Mark. Well done to all involved! 

 
 

Beamish Primary and Nursery School 

Community Primary School 
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Photographer 

The photographer will be in school on Friday 9
th
 November.  Every child in both Nursery and School will 

have an individual and family photograph taken during school time. If you would like a photograph taken 

to include a baby or toddler these will be done between 8.45am and 9.15am.   

 

Safer Futures Event 

On Monday 12
th
 November children in Years 5 and 6 will take part in a Safer Futures Event at The Work 

Place in Newton Aycliffe.  They will leave school at 9.15am and return by 3pm.  Your child will need a 

packed lunch (If you are entitled to free school meals a packed lunch will be provided). 

 

Attendance 

Attendance for the year 2017/2018 was 93.8%, very low as the national target is 96%.  On a more positive 

note, we had a lovely full tree at the end of summer with the names of all the children who received 100% 

attendance during each of the half terms.  In our last Special Mention assembly, these were entered into a 

draw and one lucky winner won an Odeon voucher for their family! Well done to everyone! September 

attendance was 96.3%. Let’s hope it stays like this! 

 

Kingswood 

Last month, a group of our Year 6s had a fabulous stay at Kingswood Outdoor Activity Centre. They took 

part in a range of team building and adventurous activities including fencing, orienteering and the children’s 

favourites, the G-swing and zipwire. Well done to them all – they were very brave! 

 

Packed Lunches 

We follow Durham County Council’s Packed Lunch Policy which says: 

‘Packed lunches can contribute to almost a third of a child’s weekly food intake and therefore need to be 

balanced and nutritious. To ensure consistency and to keep packed lunches in line with food standards for 

school meals, packed lunches should not contain the following: 

 Fizzy / sugary drinks in cartons, bottles or cans 

 Chocolate-coated products / sweets / confectionery  

 Chocolate spread as a filling for sandwiches 

Chewing gum 

Sugared / toffee and salted popcorn 

Crisps or any packet savoury snacks high in salt and fat 

As we have children in school with nut allergies, nuts should not be included either. Hot liquids such as soup 

or tea are not allowed as they can easily be spilt and may cause scalding. 

The school will, within reason, send any uneaten packed lunch food items back home.  The rationale for this 

is that parents can also monitor what their child has consumed during the day and then raise any concerns 

over their child’s food intake with the school. Mrs Stavers, our School and Family Worker will provide 

advice as to how to put together a healthy packed lunch. 

 

 

Polite reminders 

 Please do not park or drop off children on the yellow lines outside school 

 Please drive slowly through the village on your way to and from school.  This is for the safety of the 

children and respect for the residents in the village. 

 

As always, please do not hesitate to ring or make an appointment to see me or Mrs Russell if you have any 

problems or queries you wish to discuss.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mrs W Edwards 

Headteacher 


