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December 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Just two weeks until the Christmas holidays and, as always, our busiest time of year! Lots of 

rehearsals, shows and parties (as well as the usual lessons!) to fit in before the end of term. Below 

are some dates that might prove useful. 

 

Diary Dates 

December 

10
th
  Some Year Y5 and 6 children to take part in a Christmas Concert at The Sage 

12
th
 School will be closed for Nursery children due to premises being used as polling 

station 

13
th
  Key Stage One/Foundation Stage Nativity 9.30am 

  Christmas Jumper day in aid of Save The Children Charity 

18
th
  Christmas Lunch (see below) 

19
th
  Christmas Party Years One to Six 1pm 

  Foundation Stage Party (Reception and Nursery) 9.30am 

  (Food for both parties will be provided by school) 

20
th
  Carol Service Key Stage 2 (Jupiter and Saturn Class) 9.15am (all welcome) 

  Last day of autumn term 

 

School re-opens to pupils on Tuesday 7
th
 January 2020, staff have INSET Day on the 6

th
. 

 

Christmas Fayre 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Christmas Fayre.  We raised an amazing £300 for our 

school fund. 

 

Christmas Lunch Wednesday 18
th
 December 

If your child normally has packed lunch and would like a school meal that day, please let us know 

by Friday 6
th
 December.  Meals are £2.05 for Key Stage 2 and Nursery and free for children in 

Reception and Key Stage 1. 

 

Coats, hats and gloves 

Please make sure your child comes dressed appropriately for the cold and wet with a warm coat, 

hat and gloves as well as appropriate footwear. If it snows, children will only be allowed outside if 

they have wellingtons or boots.  We haven’t had any snow yet, but if it does snow and your child 

wears wellington boots to school, please send them in with a change of shoes. Please note our 

school uniform policy is flat black shoes (no canvas shoes please).  Please make sure your child’s 

name is in all items of clothes and shoes.  
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Attendance 

Attendance for November was a pleasing 96.3%.  Letters for those children with attendance below 

96% will be issued after Christmas to keep you updated as it is so important your children attend 

school as often as possible.  Please could I remind you that absence must be reported through the 

school office and not through Class Dojo. 

 

School Payments 

Could we ask that all money coming into school is in an envelope showing your child’s name, 

amount in envelope and reason for the payment.  Thank you! 

 

Nursery and Reception places 2020 

Nursery places are available as soon as children reach their 3
rd
 birthday. There are still places 

available so please pop into the school office with your child’s birth certificate if you would like 

your child to start or if you would like to put them on the list for the future. 

We are also considering offering free places for eligible 2 year olds. This is a government initiative 

for families in receipt of benefits. Please contact Mrs Stavers or the school office if you might be 

interested. We may be able to start them sometime after Christmas. 

Please can you also remind anyone who has a child who will be ready for Reception next 

September that they must apply for a place even if they already have a nursery place.  Applications 

should be made online at www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions or paper copies can be obtained 

by ringing 03000 265896.  

 

Foundation Stage Garden 

I’m sure many of you will have noticed the new equipment in the Foundation Stage Garden 

including a mud kitchen, a den and a bus! The children are having lots of fun – look out for pictures 

on our Facebook page. 

 

Reading Books 

This year we have invested in a wide range of new reading books and library books for our 

children. Please can you help us by encouraging your child – no matter how old – to read anything 

and everything, and by reading them stories whenever you can. If you would like to borrow some 

of our children’s books in addition to your child’s reading and library book, please speak to the 

staff who will help find something suitable. 

 

I’m sure I will see many of you in school before the end of term but if not, I wish you all a very 

Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

 

Wendy Edwards 

Headteacher 
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