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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Happy New Year! I hope you all had a lovely relaxing holiday. We had a lovely Christmas in school 

which all of the children enjoyed.  Thank you, as always, for all your support. 

We can never trust the weather at this time of year so I have included a paragraph on bad weather 

arrangements in this newsletter. 

 

Diary Dates 

Y5/6 continue to go swimming every Wednesday this term. 

 

30
th
 Jan – 3 of our children have been chosen to represent the school at the Boccia competition at 

Trinity School. We wish them every success! 

 

Half term holiday 17th– 21st February.  School re-opens Monday 24th February 

 

Magic Breakfast 

What a surprise it was to hear that the anonymous benefactor of our Holiday Breakfasts was the actor 

James Corden! Magic Breakfast have been very good to us over the last few years and provides us with 

the juice, cereal and bagels that we offer the children every morning. It is so important that children 

have a good breakfast as it has been proven to have a significant impact on their ability to learn. 

Breakfast is available at 8.45am every morning – no need to book! Thank you to those who have come 

to support the Family Breakfast events we have had in school. We shall be having another very soon. 

 

September 2020 Primary School Places for new Reception children 

Next week will be the deadline for applications for children starting Reception in September.  In order 

for your child to be eligible to start school in September 2020, the child’s birthday must fall between 1 

September 2015 and 31 August 2016.  Applications can be made online via the Parent Portal at 

www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions.  Nursery admissions should be made through the school office 

as usual. 

 

Reading Plus 

Children in Jupiter Class are trialling a new online reading program to help them make rapid progress. 

They are asked to read short texts on a variety of topics and answer short multiple-choice type 

questions to check their understanding. The program checks how quickly they are reading and their 

comprehension of individual words as well as the whole text. They can gain ‘combos’ and other awards 

while moving through the program and the texts adapt in difficulty as the children’s reading improves. 

Over the next few days the children will be given their login details so that they have access to the 

internet at home if they have access to the internet on laptops, tablets, play-stations etc. 

 

Student Social Workers 

We are again working closely with the New College Durham to provide placements for student social 

workers. They are working alongside Mrs Stavers and you will probably see them on the yard in the 
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next week or two. 

 

Topic Webs 

If you have not already done so, over the next few days you should receive an outline of your child’s 

work for the term. This will help you be involved in your child’s learning by asking questions and 

sharing ideas about the work they are doing at school. As always, if you have any questions about your 

child’s learning, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher. 

 

Nut Allergies 

Like all Durham schools, both our schools are nut free environment to ensure the safety of those with 

nut allergies. For some children, they do not have to even eat the product to have a reaction. Please can 

you remember this when sending any foodstuff into school.  Products such as Nutella should not be 

used as part of a child’s packed lunch for the same reason. 

 

Children’s Safety 

Could we please ask parents when dropping children off, to drive carefully through the village.  This is 

for the safety of children living in the village and also for the children walking to school. Could we also 

ask that cars are not parked or stopped to drop children off on the yellow lines outside of school.  

Thank you for your help. 

 

Bad weather arrangements 

Please send your children to school in warm clothes and appropriate footwear as, whenever possible, 

we do take the children outside for some fresh air at playtime and lunchtime but this is very difficult 

unless they have wellies and spare shoes and socks. Nursery children should have a complete change of 

clothes left in school. Please label all items! 

If, and it would only be in very extreme circumstances, school is to be closed, we will contact you using 

Class Dojo and the text messaging system. Please make sure your contact details are up to date and your 

mobile is switched on. We will also log the school closure on our own and the Durham County 

websites. 

 

Attendance 

December’s attendance figure was 96.2% which is very pleasing. The total for the Autumn Term 

however was 94.7%, largely due to the horrible virus that many of us had in the early part of the term. 

Every day of school is important and children can find it difficult if they have missed lessons, so regular 

attendance is so important! The school does not authorise family holidays. 

 

School trips and events 

As you know we sometimes ask for voluntary contributions for school trips and events which we try to 

make as inexpensive and worthwhile as possible, and subsidise whenever we can. I’m sure you are 

aware that school budgets are getting tighter and tighter and because of this, without sufficient 

contributions, trips may not be able to go ahead. 

 

As always, please do not hesitate to make an appointment to see me if you have any queries or 

concerns. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Mrs W Edwards 

Headteacher 

Beamish and Pelton Federation of Schools 


