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February 2018 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Here are some diary dates that might prove useful to you.  

 

Diary Dates 

February 

6
th
         Safer Internet Day (see below) 

22
nd

             Chinese New Year lunch (see below) 

23
rd
         Key Stage 2 children to North Durham Academy for a dance show (see below) 

March         

1
st
         World Book Day 

21
st
         Parents’ Evening (details to follow) 

 

12th – 16th February  Half Term week (School reopens on 19
th
 February) 

30
th
 March – 13th April Easter Holiday (School reopens on 16

th
 April) 

 

Chinese New Year Lunch 

The school kitchen has very kindly agreed to put on a special lunch to celebrate Chinese New Year. 

If your child usually has a packed lunch and would like a school dinner this day please let us know 

by 16
th
 February.  There will be a choice of Chicken Curry or Sweet and Sour Quorn. 

 

Safer Internet Day 

Computers, games consoles, mobile phones and the internet are all an everyday part of most 

children’s lives. E-safety, or how to keep safe while using technology, is very important and taken 

very seriously at in our federation. To help children stay safe at home and school, during this week 

we will be working with them on a variety of topics including showing and expecting respect 

online. You can help keep your child safe by: having the computer in a shared family space, 

monitoring what your children are doing, and only allowing access to age appropriate sites and 

games. Please see our e-safety letter for additional information and advice. Additional information 

for parents can be found at https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2018. Information 

can also be found on our website and information specifically for parents about how to keep their 

children safe can be found at http://www.net-aware.org.uk. 

 

North Durham Academy Dance Show 

On Friday 23
rd
 February the children in Key Stage 2 will visit North Durham Academy to see a 

Dance Show put on by the students.  This is a super chance for the children to get to know the 

Academy and for them to see what they could be doing in the years to come. They will leave to 

school at 1pm and return by 3.15pm. 
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Attendance and Late-coming 

Attendance has been very poor recently with lots of nasty viruses going round. We didn’t come 

close to our 96% target last month - only 91.1% - although last week school attendance was much 

better at 96.2%. I do hope things continue to improve this month! May I also remind you that the 

office must be made aware of any medical appointments and a copy of the appointment card 

should be shown beforehand.  Please note that your child should still attend school until taken out 

to travel to the appointment and returned to school as soon as possible afterwards. Can I remind 

nursery parents of the importance of bringing children on time for the start of their sessions. 

 

Terrific Scientific School of Excellence Award 

Some of you will already be aware that we have had a focus on science this year. The children have 

taken part in lots of super activities across the year and have had a particular focus on working 

scientifically by designing and carrying out their own experiments. I have seen Reception and Mrs 

Blant’s after school club taking part in some very impressive science! I am delighted to inform you 

that we have been awarded the BBC’s Terrific Scientific School of Excellence, the logo of which is at 

the bottom of this letter. Well done to all staff and pupils! 

 

School Holiday Dates 

A reminder of the school holiday dates for the rest of this year. 

 

 

 Last Day in School School re-opens for children 

Half Term Friday 9 February 2018 Monday 19 February 2018 

Easter Thursday 29 March 2018 Monday 16 April 2018 

(7th May Bank Holiday) 

Half Term Friday 25 May 2018 Monday 4 June 2018 

Summer Friday 20 July 2018 To be confirmed 

 

 

Goodbye and Good luck! 

Mrs Dixon has decided to move on from Beamish and will leave at the end of this week. Mrs Blant 

has very kindly agreed to take Saturn class while we make a new appointment and I’m sure this will 

work well as she already worked closely with the class. We wish Mrs Dixon all the very best in 

whatever she decides to do next. 

 

As always, please do not hesitate to make an appointment to see me if you have any queries or 

concerns. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Wendy Edwards 

Headteacher 

Beamish and Pelton Federation of Schools 


