
        Beamish and Pelton Federation History Overview 2020-2021 

Overview 

Year  Autumn  Spring Summer 

EYFS 

Nursery 

Who lives in my house? 

Who will I be when I grow up? 

 

Curriculum links: 

EYFS – Understanding the World (People and 

Communities) 

EYFS – Characteristics of effective learning 
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EYFS 

Reception 

 

 

 

 

What do I know about me? 

 

Curriculum links: 

EYFS – Understanding the World (People and 
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EYFS – Characteristics of effective learning  
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Past and Present ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

 

- Talk about the lives of people around them and 

their roles in society 

- Know some similarities and differences between 

things in the past and now, drawing on their 

experiences of what has been read in class 

- Recall some important narratives, characters and 

figures from the past encountered in books read in 

class. 
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Past and Present ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

 

- Talk about the lives of people around them and 

their roles in society 

- Know some similarities and differences between 

things in the past and now, drawing on their 

experiences of what has been read in class 

- Recall some important narratives, characters and 

figures from the past encountered in books read in 

class. 

 

Year 1 Why are my toys more fun than my grandparents’ 

toys? 

 

Curriculum links: 

 

• Changes within living memory (toys) 

 

Why was mining important for our local area? 

 

 

Curriculum links: 

 

• Changes within living memory (loss of 

mining) 

Have we always liked to be beside the seaside? 

 

 

Curriculum links: 

 

• Changes within living memory (seaside 

holidays at Tynemouth) 



• Significant historical events, people, places 

in own locality (local mining sites, the 

Pelton Pit Disaster, Thomas Hepburn, 

George Stephenson and Sir Humphry 

Davy) 

• Significant historical events, people, places 

in own locality (Grace Darling) 

• Lives of significant individuals in the past 

who have contributed to national and 

international achievements (Mary Seacole) 

 

Year 2 Why were Chris Columbus and Neil Armstrong very 

brave? 

 

Curriculum links: 

 

• Lives of significant individuals in the past 

who have contributed to national and 

international achievements (Columbus and 

Armstrong) 

How did some of our traditions start? 

 

 

Curriculum links: 

 

• Events beyond living memory (Guy Fawkes, 

Victorian homelife, Victorian Christmas, 

Remembrance) 

 

 

What would we find exciting about our town? 

 

 

Curriculum links: 

 

• Significant historical events, people, places 

in own locality (focus on market, viaduct, 

church, hermitage, Lumley Castle and 

Border Reivers) 

Year 3 Who were the first people in Britain? 

 

 

Curriculum links: 

 

• Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to 

the Iron Age  

• Local history (prehistoric sites from the 

North East – Duddo stone circle, Bronze 

Age burial cist at Rock and iron age hillfort 

at Yeavering Bell) 

 

How can we rediscover the wonders of Ancient 

Egypt? 

 

Curriculum links: 

 

• Achievements of the earliest civilisations - 

overview of where and when the first 

civilisations appeared and depth study of 

one (Ancient Egypt) 

How can we rediscover the wonders of Ancient 

Egypt?  

 

Curriculum links: 

 

• Achievements of the earliest civilisations - 

overview of where and when the first 

civilisations appeared and depth study of 

one (Ancient Egypt) 

Year 4 Why do we remember the Ancient Greeks? 

 

Curriculum links: 

 

• Ancient Greece – study of Greek life and 

achievements and their influence on the 

Western World 

 

Why were the Romans in Durham? 

 

The Curriculum links: 

 

• Roman Empire and its impact on Britain. 

• Local history (Roman sites from North East 

e.g. Hadrian’s Wall and fort at Chester le 

Street) 

 

Were the Saxons really smashing? 

 

Curriculum links: 

 

• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and 

Scots 

• Local history (Holy Island, Lindesfarne 

Gospels, St Cuthbert, St Cuthbert’s Church 

in Chester-le Street and Durham 

Cathedral)  

 



Year 5 Were the Vikings really vicious?  

 

Curriculum links: 

 

• The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for 

the Kingdom of England to the time of 

Edward the Confessor 

• Local history (Viking raids at Holy Island, 

Lindesfarne Gospels, St Cuthbert, St 

Cuthbert’s Church in Chester-le Street, 

plus Jorvik – centre of Dane Law)  

 

Were the Vikings really vicious?  

 

Curriculum links: 

 

• The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for 

the Kingdom of England to the time of 

Edward the Confessor 

• Local history (Viking raids at Holy Island, 

Lindesfarne Gospels, St Cuthbert, St 

Cuthbert’s Church in Chester-le Street, 

plus Jorvik – centre of Dane Law  

Who were the Maya?  

 

Curriculum links: 

 

• A non-European society that provides 

contrasts with British history (the Maya) 

Year 6  How did the Industrial Revolution change Britain? 

 

Curriculum links: 

 

• A study of an aspect or theme of British 

history that extends pupils’ chronological 

knowledge beyond 1066 – a significant 

turning point in British History 

• Local history (George and Robert 

Stephenson, the Rocket and the Stockton 

Darlington Railway) 

 

How could Hitler convince a nation to follow him? 

 

Curriculum links: 

 

• A study of an aspect or theme of British 

history that extends pupils’ chronological 

knowledge beyond 1066 (WW2)  

• Local history (focus on the war memorials 

at Pelton and Beamish plus the 

commonwealth war graves)  

 

How could Hitler convince a nation to follow him? 

 

Curriculum links: 

 

• A study of an aspect or theme of British 

history that extends pupils’ chronological 

knowledge beyond 1066 (WW2) 

• Local history (focus on the war memorials 

at Pelton and Beamish plus the 

commonwealth war graves)   

 

 

* Rather than having a standalone unit for a local history study we have chosen to ensure that local area links are explored for each period of British history covered so that our 

children can fully understand the impact of each historical period upon their local area. 

 

  



Skills progression  

EYFS 

Nursery 

 

Reception 

Understanding the World: People and Communities 

 

• Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them.  

• Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience.  

• Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends.  

• Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life.  

• Knows some of the things that make them unique and can talk about some of the similarities and 

differences in relation to friends or family. 

 

(Development Matters: 30-50 months) 

 

Understanding the World: People and Communities 

 

Early Learning Goal  

Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know 

that other children don’t always enjoy the same things and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities 

and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions. 

 

(Development Matters: 40-60+ months) 

 

Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

To investigate and interpret the past 

- Observe or handle evidence to ask questions and find answers to 

questions about the past 

- Ask questions such as what was it like for people? What happened? 

How long ago? 

- Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources and databases to find 

out about the past. 

- Identify some of the ways the past has been represented 

 

To investigate and interpret the past 

- Use evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about 

the past 

- Suggest suitable sources of evidence for historical enquires  

- Use more than one source of evidence for historical enquiry in order 

to gain more accurate information 

- Describe different accounts of historical events, explaining some of 

the reason why things happened 

- Suggest some causes and consequences of some of the main events 

and changes in history 

 

To investigate and interpret the past 

- Use sources of information to deduce information about the past 

- Select suitable sources of evidence, giving reasons for his choice 

- Use sources of information to form testable hypotheses about the 

past  

- Seek out and analyse a wide range of evidence in order to justify 

claims about the past  

- Show an awareness of the concept of propaganda and how 

historians must understand the social dimensions of the past 

- Understand that no single source of evidence gives the full answer to 

questions about the past 

- Refines lines of enquiry as appropriate 

 

To communicate historically 

- Use words and phrases such as: a long time ago, recently, when my 

grandparents were children 

- Show an understanding of the concept of nation and a nation’s 

history  

- Show an understanding of concepts such as civilisation, monarchy, 

parliament, democracy 

 

To communicate historically 

- Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including 

dates, time period, era  

- Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills to a good standard in 

order to communicate 

- Show an understanding of concepts such as civilisation, monarchy, 

parliament, democracy 

 

To communicate historically 

- Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including 

dates, time period, era  

- Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills to a good standard in 

order to communicate  

- Use original ways to present information and ideas 

 



To understand chronology 

- Label timelines with words or phrases such as: past, present, older 

and newer 

- Recount changes that have occurred in their own lives 

- Place events and artefacts in order on a timeline 

- Recount changes that have occurred in their lives 

- Use dates where appropriate 

To understand chronology 

- Place events, artefacts and historical figures in order on a timeline 

using dates 

- Understand the concept of change over time, representing this, along 

with evidence on a timeline 

- Using dates and chronological terms to describe events 

 

To understand chronology 

- Describe the main changes in a period of history (using terms such as 

social, religious, political etc.) 

- Identify the periods of rapid change in history and contrast them with 

times of relatively little change. 

- Understand the concepts of continuity and change over time. 

Using dates and chronological terms accurately in describing events. 

 

To build an overview of World History 

- Describe historical events 

- Recognise there are reasons why people in the past acted the way 

they did 

 

To build an overview of World History 

- Describe the changes that have happened in the locality of the 

school throughout history 

- Give a broad overview of life in Britain from ancient until medieval 

times 

- Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or religious diversity of past 

society  

- Describe the characteristic features of the past including ideas, 

beliefs, attitudes etc. 

 

To build an overview of World History 

- Compare some of the civilisations studied with other areas around 

the world (including the UK) 

- Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or religious diversity of past 

society 

- Describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas, 

beliefs, attitudes etc. 

 

Local history 

- Know how the local area if different from how it used to be a long 

time ago. 

 

Local history 

- Know how the local area changed during the periods studied (where 

appropriate). 

 

Local history 

- Know how the local area changed during the periods studied (where 

appropriate). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Knowledge progression  

Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 

Changes within living memory 

- Know that the toys their 

grandparents played with are 

different to their own 

- Organise toys by age  

- Know the difference between 

their seaside holidays and those 

of their parents and grandparents 

- Understand why coal mining 

used to be important for our local 

area  

     

Lives of significant people  

- Know about a famous local 

person and explain why they are 

important (Grace Darling, Thomas 

Hepburn, Alan Davey, George 

Stephenson) 

 

 
    

 Changes beyond living memory 

- Know about an event of events 

that happened long ago, even 

before their grandparents were 

born 

- Know what a number of older 

artefacts were used for 

-Know what we use today instead 

of a number of older given 

objects 

- Know that children’s lives today 

are different to those of children 

a long time ago 

 

    

 Lives of significant people  

- Know about a famous person 

from outside the UK and explain 

why they are important 

(Christopher Columbus and Neil 

Armstrong) 

- Know about a famous person 

from the UK and explain why they 

are important (Guy Fawkes, 

Queen Victoria). 

- Know about a famous local 

person and explain why they are 

    



important (e.g. Ralph Lumley, the 

Border Reivers and Lumley 

Castle). 

  Stone Age to the Iron Age 

- Know how Britain changed from 

the beginning of the Stone Age 

to the Iron Age 

- Know the main differences 

between Stone Age to the Iron 

Age  

- Know what is meant by terms 

such as ‘hunter-gatherers 

- Know what influence Stone Age, 

Bronze Age and Iron Age people 

had on the North East area 

   

  Ancient Egypt 

- Know that people have lived in 

Egypt since the Stone Age 

- Know that early civilisations 

appeared around 3000 years ago 

- Know some key dates – e.g. by 

5000 BC Egyptians were farmers… 

- Know some key features of this 

ancient civilisation.  E.g. What was 

it like to be an Egyptian? 

   

   Ancient Greece 

- Know some of the main 

characteristics of the Athenians 

and Spartans 

- Know about the influence that 

gods had on Ancient Greeks  

- Know about the ancient Greek 

Olympics. 

- Understand the impact that 

Greek culture and achievements 

continue to have on life today 

  

   The Roman Empire and its impact  

- Know how Britain changed from 

the Iron age to the end of the 

Roman occupation 

- Know how Roman occupation 

helped to advance British society 

- Know about resistance to the 

Roman occupation (e.g. 

Boudicca) 

- Know at least one famous 

Roman Emperor 

  



- Use a timeline to show when 

the Romans were in Britain 

- Know what influence the 

Romans had on life in the North 

East area (including Chester le 

Street) 

   Britain’s settlement by Anglo-

Saxons and Scotts 

- Know how Britain changed 

between the end of the Roman 

period and 1066 

- Know about the Anglo-Saxon 

influence on law and order 

- Know that Anglo-Saxon Britain 

was divided into many kingdoms  

- Use a timeline to show when 

the Anglo-Saxons were in Britain 

- Know what influence the Saxons 

had on life in the North East area 

(including Chester le Street) 

  

    Civilisations from 1000 years ago 

– the Mayans 

- Know about the impact Mayan 

civilisation had on the World 

- Know why the Mayans were 

considered an advanced society 

in relation to other societies 

around at a similar time 

-Know some characteristics of 

Mayan culture 

 

    The Viking and Anglo-Saxon 

struggle for the Kingdom of 

England to the time of Edward 

the Confessor 

- Know where the Vikings 

originated from and show this on 

a map 

- Know that the Vikings and 

Anglo Saxons were often in 

conflict  

- Know that the Vikings 

frequently won battles with the 

Anglo Saxons  

- Know key facts about the 

Vikings such as boats and travels, 

gods and stereotypes. 

 



- Know what influence the Vikings 

had on life in the North East area 

(including Chester le Street) 

     Know how Britain has had a 

major influence on the world – 

Industrial Revolution 

- Know about the major changes 

that occurred in Britain during 

this time 

- Know some key inventions and 

their impact (e.g. steam engine 

and the railway) 

- Know how the lives of wealthy 

people were different to the lives 

of poorer people 

- Draw strong connections  

between the major developments 

at that time and our local area 

(George and Robert Stephenson 

and the Stockton Darlington 

Railway) 

 

     British history which extends 

beyond 1066 (World War 2) 

- Explain why World War 2 was 

important in relation to British 

and global history 

- Know how to place historical 

events and people from past 

societies in historical context 

- Study local evidence linked to 

this period of history (focus on 

the war memorials at Pelton and 

Beamish plus the commonwealth 

war graves)   

 

 


