
Key Learning 

All living things have offspring of the same kind. Features in the offspring are inherited from the 
parents. Offspring are not identical to their parents and vary from each other. 

 

Plants and animals have characteristics that make them suited to their environment. If the       
environment changes, those animals and plants that have specific variations will survive. These 
variations will be passed on to their offspring and, over time, the characteristics will become 
more dominant. Over a very long period of time, a new species may be created. 

Key Vocabulary 

Evolution – The process by which different kinds of living organism 
are believed to have developed from earlier forms during the  
history of the Earth. 

Fossil – The remains or impression of a prehistoric plant or animal 
embedded in rock and preserved.  

Adaptation – The process of change so that an organism or      
species can become better suited to their environment. 

Selective breeding – The process by which humans use animal 
breeding and plant breeding to develop selective characteristics by 
choosing particular animals and plants. 

Environment – The surroundings or conditions in which a person, 
animal or plant lives. 

Inheritance – when living things reproduce they pass on             
characteristics to their offspring. 
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Sticky Knowledge 

 

• The Earth and living things have 
changed over time. 

• Fossils can be used to find out about the 
past. 

• Living things produce offspring of the 
same kind, but normally offspring vary 
and are not identical to their parents. 

• Animals and plants are adapted to suit 
their environment in different ways. 

• Natural selection is the process through 
which animals and plants adapt to 
changes in their environment. 

• If a species cannot adapt over time  to 
changes in its environment, it may      
become extinct. 

Charles Darwin 

1809 - 1882 

 
He wrote the book, 

‘On the Origin of  
Species.’ 


