
How can we rediscover the wonders 
of Ancient Egypt?

7000 BC – First settlers in Ancient Egypt
5000 BC – People started living by the River Nile
3500 BC – People started living in large settlements
3100 BC – Start of the Old Kingdom period and first 
evidence of use of hieroglyphs
2700 BC – Evidence of the first stone pyramid 
2550 BC – The Great Pyramid of Giza was completed
2055 BC - Start of the Middle Kingdom period
1600 BC – Beginning of the New Kingdom
1352 BC – Akhenaton changed Egyptian religion
1336 BC – Rule of Tutankhamen 
1100 BC – Upper and Lower Egypt split into two states
196 BC – Creation of the Rossetta Stone

Ancient Egypt had three key periods referred to 
as ‘kingdoms’.  The Old Kingdom had the most 
powerful pharaohs who built the greatest 
pyramid, the Middle Kingdom was a very 
peaceful time and the New Kingdom, which 
had warrior kings who won battles and built 
lots of monuments.  Ancient Egyptian rule came 
to an end with foreign invader.  First Alexander 
the Great from Greece and then the Romans, 
300 years later. The last Egyptian pharaoh (or 
leader) was Cleopatra.  

Key discoveries…

On the west banks of the Nile, lies the Valley of the 
Kings where the Ancient Egyptians carved tombs 
out of the rock to bury their royalty. Over 60 tombs 
have been found in this area, providing lots of 
evidence about Egyptian life and beliefs.  

The Abu Simbel temple in southern Egypt is 
another big site and is decorated with massive 20m 
high statues of the pharaoh Ramesses II who ruled 
for 66 years due to his political and military success.

In 1922 Howard Carter, financed by Lord 
Carnarvon, discovered the tomb of boy pharaoh, 
Tutankhamun who was just 9 when he became king 
and 19 when he died. His tomb was full of 
treasures including his gold death mask. The burial 
chamber was decorated with paintings showing the 
journey into the afterlife giving us information 
about Egyptian beliefs.

Archaeologists study historical records and objects 
from the past to learn about ancient civilisations. 
People who study Ancient Egypt are called 
Egyptologists. 

We know a lot about the Ancient Egyptians because 
they buried their dead in tombs filled with treasures, 
weapons, clothes and jewellery. They also produced 
written records.

Only important people in Ancient Egypt could read 
and write. The Ancient Egyptians used a system of 
writing that used pictures and symbols called 
hieroglyphs instead of letters.

For a long time archaeologists couldn’t
understand what the hieroglyphs meant 
until a French scholar Jean-Francoise 
Champollion managed to translate 
some using the Rossetta Stone. 

People have live in Egypt since the Stone Age, herding 
animals and hunting food.  By 3500BC they had 
started living in large settlements along the River Nile
where it was easier to grow food.  From these 
settlements they created a powerful civilisation that 
lasted thousands of years. A civilisation is a well 
developed society with a high level of social 
organisation.                                              

Key evidence:  artefacts, monuments, 
tombs, human remains, Egyptian texts 
using hieroglyphics & secondary sources.



Egyptian kings were called pharaohs and had
godlike status.  They controlled the military, made 
laws, set taxes and built monuments to impress 
people and scare their enemies.  Egyptian women 
could also become pharaohs.  Pharaohs wore 
ceremonial beards as a symbol of power and even 
females wore them!

Pharaohs’ crowns showed their power. Pharaohs 
wore a white crown in Upper Egypt and a red 
crown in Lower Egypt. Red and white crowns 
showed they ruled all of Egypt. 

Religious beliefs were central to Egyptian people’s 
lives but one pharaoh, Akhenaten, tried to shake 
things up. He only worshipped one god but 
people didn’t like this and destroyed his temples 
when he died. 

Only pharaohs and gods were allowed to 
carry the ankh.  This symbol of life meant 
the person had the power to give and take 
life away. 

More than 90% of Egypt is dessert and most of the 
country is hot and dry.  The River Nile was essential to 
the Ancient Egyptians as it allowed them to live in this 
hot climate all year round. Thanks to the river’s annual 
floods, there was plenty of fertile soil for farming and 
farmers dug water channels and
built water lifting devices called 
shadufs to get water to their crops. 
They grew wheat, barley, fruit, 
vegetables and pulses.  They also 
caught fish from the river and raised 
animals for meat.

The ancient Egyptians worshipped hundreds of different 
gods and goddesses. They believed the first god to exist 
was Atum and that he made the gods of air and water 
who in turn made the gods of earth and sky. Together 
these 5 gods were thought to have created the entire 
world.  Stories like this are called creation stories 
because they help explain how the world was created.

The god Ra was believed to be the sun god and Osiris
was believed to be king of the underworld. Anubis was 
the guardian of the dead and is often represented as a 
jackal. Lots of Egyptian gods were represented as 
animals reflecting their different qualities. The goddess 
Bastet was believed to look like a cat so people offered 
mummified cats to her.

The ancient Egyptians believed in life after death.
They believed the dead travelled through an 
underground world called Duat where you had 
to meet Osiris (King of the Underworld).  

If your spirit survived, the god 
Anhubis would  weigh your heart
against the feather of truth.  
If your heart was heavier than 
the feather then it meant you’d 
been evil and your spirit would 
disappear.

The Ancient Egyptians believed you needed your
body in the afterlife so mummified their dead to
make the bodies last longer. The body was 
washed, the brain was pulled out the nose with a
hook and then all internal organs (except the 
heart) were removed and stored in canopic jars. 
The body was covered in salt and left to dry for 
40 days then packed in cloth before being 
wrapped in tight linen bandages and placed in a
special coffin.  

The Egyptians built huge 
pyramids to protect 
the bodies and
treasures of their
dead pharaohs. 

How can we rediscover the wonders 
of Ancient Egypt?


