
How did some of our 
traditions start?

Bonfire Night traditions

On the 5th November in 1605, Guy Fawkes was 
arrested for having explosives and plotting to 
blow up Parliament and King James 1. On 
Bonfire night, Guy Fawkes models, bonfires, 
fireworks and sparklers are used to mark this 
event on the 5th November each year.

Remembrance traditions

World War One was fought across Europe between 
1914 and 1918 and millions of people lost their 
lives. 

Remembrance Sunday is now held each year on 
the second Sunday in November to remember 
those who’ve died in conflict.

Since 1921, the poppy has been 
used as a symbol of remembrance.  
Money raised from their sale helps to 
support members of the armed forces 
who’ve been hurt in conflict.

Cenotaphs and war memorials are special types of 
monument to remember those who’ve died in 
conflict like these ones from Pelton and Beamish.

Homelife traditions

The houses of people living in Victorian times did 
not have the modern comforts that we take for 
granted today. 

People had to manage without central heating or hot 
water from a tap. Instead, they had to heat food and 
water on a large cooker called a range that was 
heated by an open fire.

Without electric appliances like vacuum cleaners and 
washing machines, looking after the home was very 
hard work and very time consuming.  It was only 
when electric appliances started to be invented that 
housework became easier like it is now.

1605 – Guy Fawkes tries to blow up the houses 
of parliament
1837-1901 – The Victorian period when Queen 
Victoria was Queen
1903 – first lightweight electric iron
1907 – first domestic vacuum cleaner
1913 – first refrigerator for home use
1919 – first pop-up toaster
1930s – first washing machines and clothes 
dryers
1914-18 – World War One 
1921 – The poppy starts being used as a symbol 
of remembrance

Key evidence: historic records, Victorian artefacts, war memorials, photographs, paintings and drawings



Key dates

1837 – Queen Victorian becomes Queen and 
the Victorian period begins
1840 – Queen Victorian marries Prince Albert 
from Germany
1843 – first Christmas card commissioned 
1845 – first Christmas crackers are produced
1848 – decorated Christmas trees are 
introduced to England by Prince Albert
1901 – Queen Victoria dies and the Victorian 
period ends

How did some of our 
traditions start?

One of the most significant Christmas traditions 
to start in the Victorian period was the Christmas 
card.  

In 1843, Sir Henry Cole commissioned an artist to 
design a festive scene for some seasonal greeting 
cards.  He had 1000 printed and sold any he 
didn’t use.  Later improvements in printing 
meant that Christmas cards became affordable 
for everyone. 

Around 1845, a sweet 
maker called Tom Smith
invented a sweet wrapper 
that could be pulled 
apart by two hands and the 
cracker was born. Later 
crackers used toys instead 
of sweets and a device to 
make the bang that 
crackers are now known for.

Christmas traditions

Until the Victorian period, Christmas wasn’t 
celebrated the way it is now.  But the Victorians 
placed much greater importance on family time, 
following the example set by Queen Victoria, her 
husband Albert and their nine children.

One of the most important Christmas traditions to 
originate from the Victorian period was the 
Christmas tree.  This idea for Christmas trees came 
from Germany where Prince Albert was from.

The past – a word used to talk about what life 
used to be like.
The present - a word used to talk about what 
life is like now.
Queen Victoria – the longest serving monarch 
(king or queen) in English history until Queen 
Elizabeth (our current Queen).
Prince Albert – Queen Victoria’s husband.
Victorian – the word used to describe the time 
when Queen Victoria was queen.
Tradition – a behaviour or way of celebrating 
that is passed on from one generation to 
another.


