
Key Learning 

 

 Everyday examples of evaporation: washing drying, water boiling, puddles evaporating on a 

hot day. 

 

 Everyday examples of condensation: water droplets forming inside windows or on a cold 

glass. 

 

 The Water Cycle. 

1. Water from lakes, puddles, rivers and seas is evaporated by the sun’s heat, turning it into   

water vapour. 

2. This water vapour rises, then cools down to form water droplets in clouds (condensation). 

3. When the droplets get too heavy, they fall back to earth as rain, sleet, hail or snow 

(precipitation). 

Key Vocabulary 

States of matter – materials can be one of three states: solids, 
liquids or gases. Some materials can change from one state to 
another and back again. 

Temperature – how hot or cold something is. It is measured in °C. 

Solid – a substance that stays the same shape. Its particles cannot 
move; they can only vibrate. 

Evaporation – the process of a liquid heating and changing into a 
gas. 

Liquid – liquids will flow as they are made up of loosely packed 
particles. 

Condensation – the process of a gas cooling and changing into a 
liquid. 

Gas – gaseous matter is  made up of matter that is so loose it is 
always moving. 

Precipitation – liquid or solid particles that fall from a cloud as rain, 
sleet, hail or snow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4. States of Matter.                  How Would We Survive Without Water?     Knowledge Organiser.  

Sticky Knowledge 

 

• A solid is rigid and has a fixed shape and     
volume. It cannot be squashed. 

• A liquid is not rigid and has no fixed shape but 
it does have a fixed volume. It cannot be 
squashed. 

• A gas is not rigid and has no fixed shape or 
volume. It can be squashed. 

• When water and other liquids reach a certain 
temperature, they change state into a solid 
(e.g. ice) or a gas (e.g. water vapour). The 
temperatures that these changes happen at 
are called the boiling, melting or freezing 
point. 

• If a solid is heated to its melting point, it melts 
and changes to a liquid (ice to water). 

• If a liquid is cooled to its freezing point, it 
freezes and changes to a solid (water to ice). 


