
Why were the Romans in County Durham?
55 BC – Julius Caesar first invaded Britain
54 BC – Julius Caesar returns to Britain
44 BC – Julius Caesar was killed
41 AD – Claudius became emperor 
43 AD – Caludius invades
60 AD – Boudica’s rebellion
100 AD - Roman fort of Concangis built in Chester 
le Street
122 AD – Hadrian builds Hadrian’s Wall 410 AD –
Roman army left Britain

In 55BC a Roman leader called Julius Caesar invaded 
Britain but he wasn’t prepared for the British 
weather. After a few battles he retreated to Gaul in 
France but returned the following year when he 
successfully fought the Celts.  Some tribes were 
forced to provide tributes (gifts) to continue their 
way of life then Caesar returned to Gaul because 
people had started to rebel there.

In 43AD a new emperor called Claudius was 
determined to make Britain part of the Roman 
Empire and started a successful invasion. Many Celts 
realised how powerful his army was and agreed to 
obey Roman laws and pay taxes. However, the 
Romans never gained full control of Britain because 
other Celtic tribes continued to fight against them. 

By 48AD the South of England had been conquered 
and the Romans moved towards Wales because they 
were interested in the gold and metals found there 
and wanted to defeat the Druids - priests of a 
powerful Celtic religion. 

In 60AD the Romans decided that the Iceni tribe 
needed to start paying taxes but Queen Boudicca, 
ruler of the tribe refused and formed an army to fight 
the Romans.  Boudicca’s rebellion was eventually 
overturned but she destroyed some important 
Roman settlements before she was stopped.

The Romans in Chester le Street
The Romans were famous for building long, 
straight roads to transport legions (groups of 
soldiers), supplies and messages from the 
emperor (their ruler). 

A Roman Road also ran through Chester le Street 
heading towards Newcastle. The Roman fort of 
Concangis was built alongside the Roman road in 
Chester le Street close to the River Wear, around 
100 AD and was occupied till the Romans left 
Britain in 410 A.D. 

At the time the River Wear was navigable
(meaning boats could sail on it) so it may also 
have provided food 
for the soldiers 
stationed there. 
Remains of the fort
can still be seen 
in Chester le Street
today.Rome is a city in Italy.  Towards the end of the 

Iron Age life in Britain was very different to life in 
Rome.  Rome was more developed. It had a 
government, grand buildings and public baths 
and a very organised army that conquered lots of 
different counties. Whereas British people were 
called Celts.  They lived in hill forts in tribes led 
by chiefs and had no army or system of 
government.

Key evidence: 

Roman forts, temples 
and settlements,  
written records, 
artefacts and 
secondary sources.



Not all Celtic tribes rebelled against the Romans, 
some chose to trade goods with them instead.  
Trade with Rome brought wine, live oil, dried 
fruit and other luxury goods in return for metals 
such as gold, silver, cooper, bronze and tin.  
Goods like these couldn’t be made in Britain 
because the weather was too cold.

Life in Britain began to change.  The number of 
hill forts decreased and some settlements 
became more like towns with houses built in 
regular lines.  These new big settlements were 
called oppida.

The Romans started turning settlements into 
mini versions of Rome, planning towns around 
open spaces called a forum for markets or 
meetings.  Temples were built for worship and 
stadiums called amphitheatres were built for 
people to watch fights between animals or even 
humans called gladiators. Wealthy Romans also 
built themselves large villas to live in contrasting 
with the huts the tribes people lived in.

We know lots about the settlements and 
structures built by the romans because some of 
them have survived and can be studied by 
archaeologists. 

The Celtic tribes in Britain worshipped many gods, 
most connected to the earth, sea or sky. When the 
Romans invaded they brought their own ideas 
about religion but matched their gods with similar 
gods of the tribes. Some people also followed 
Christianity but the Romans weren’t very  
accepting of Christians because they only believed 
in one god. 

Why were the Romans in County Durham?
In 122AD, the Picts and Caledonian tribes fought against 
the Romans who had tried to take their lands so the 
Romans wanted a way to separate their land from them.  
The emperor Hadrian ordered a huge wall called 
Hadrian’s Wall to be built across Northern England to 
protect Roman land.

Hadrian’s Wall stretched for 73 miles across England and 
took around 15,000 soldiers and six years to build. 
There were 16 forts built along the wall, each home to 
around 600 soldiers.  Smaller forts called mile castles 
were also built roughly every mile along the wall.

The new Roman way of life was a big change for the 
Celtic tribes. Roman men and women weren’t equal.  
Women weren’t allowed to be in the army or be leaders, 
which was different to tribal life (as shown by Boudicca).
Celtic children weren’t taught how to read or write 
whereas rich Roman boys were.  The Romans also loved 
baths and built lots of bath houses all over Britain.  
There is no evidence of Celtic baths so it is thought they 
may have just bathed in rivers or streams.

The bigger the Roman Empire got, the more 
soldiers it needed to defend it, which was 
expensive.  Consequently, lots of soldiers got 
fed up about not being paid or fed well and 
started to rebel.  Around 250AD, Roman Britain 
came under increasing attack from tribes in 
Scotland and Ireland as well as a group of 
warriors called the Saxons. Then in 376AD, the 
tribes and raiders joined forces in an event 
called the Barbarian Conspiracy. Over the next 
40 years, the Romans tried to maintain order 
but by AD410 the Roman army had left and the 
raiders moved in.


